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1. Course Description
This core course covers the latest theoretical and philosophical issues underlying the practice of language learning and teaching, particularly the English language. It draws on diverse disciplinary frameworks, including linguistics, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics, education, psychology, and humanities. The course encourages candidates to critically review and reflect on:
· The broad philosophical and theoretical frameworks of language teaching and learning.
· Current scientific findings of first and second language acquisition/learning research.
· The application and modification of language learning/teaching approaches and methods.
· Philosophical and theoretical orientations of ELT Curriculum Design, Syllabus Development, and Materials Development.
· Current approaches and methods for the assessment of students’ progress and learning, with a critical reflection on local practices.
· Ultimately, the course aims to associate theories with practice and identify critical research gaps in the field.
2. Learning Outcomes
At the end of the course, PhD candidates will be able to:
1. Analyze the current Educational philosophies, theories, approaches, and methods of language teaching and learning.
2. Review the linguistic, psycholinguistic, sociolinguistic, and humanistic theories of second language learning/acquisition.
3. Synthesize different key concepts pertinent to first and second language acquisition/learning theories.
4. Reflect critically on the changes and new thoughts in current philosophical/theoretical positions, approaches, and methods.
5. Examine the essential link among philosophies, theories, approaches, methods, techniques, curriculum, material development, and assessment.
6. Identify the philosophical and theoretical orientations of ELT Curriculum Design, conceptions, and Types of Materials development.
7. Synthesize the current approaches and methods of assessment of students’ progress and learning.
8. Identify and explore critical research gaps in language teaching and learning theories, curriculum, materials, and assessment relevant to the Ethiopian context.
3. Course Contents
The module is organized into five major units:
Unit 1: Philosophical and Theoretical Foundations of Language
1.1 Educational and General Philosophy in ELT
· Overview of philosophical paradigms and their link to language education.
· Theories, Approaches, Methods, Techniques, and Procedures: Defining the hierarchy.
1.2 Second/Foreign Language Theories
· Structuralism, 
· Functionalism, 
· Interactionism.
1.3 Second/Foreign Language Learning Theories
· Behaviorism, 
· Cognitivism, 
· Constructivism.
1.4 First and Second Language Acquisition Theories
· Universal Hypothesis, 
· Acculturation Theory, 
· Accommodation Theory, and 
· Discourse Theory.
Unit 2: Pedagogical Frameworks and Applications
2.1 Assumptions behind ELT Approaches, Methods, and Techniques
2.2 Methodologies based on Focus:
· Language-centred approaches, methods, and techniques.
· Learner-centred approaches, methods, and techniques.
· Learning-centred approaches, methods, and techniques.
Unit 3: Current Trends and Developments in ELT
3.1 Critical Pedagogy
· Foundations and major concepts.
3.2 Post-Method Perspectives
· The Post-Method Condition and Post-Method Pedagogy.
Unit 4: Curriculum, Syllabus Design, and Materials Development
4.1 Language Curriculum
· Definition, Conceptions, Theories, and Types of Language Curriculum.
· Curriculum Models (Tyler, Taba, Stenhouse).
· Value Systems in Curriculum Design; Curriculum Transaction and Negotiation.
4.2 The Language Syllabus
· Concept, Nature, Purpose, and Types of Language Syllabus (e.g., structural, notional/functional, task-based, process).
4.3 ELT Instructional Materials Design and Evaluation
· Concept and Types of Instructional Materials.
· The Link between Syllabus and Instructional Materials.
· Design and systematic Evaluation of Instructional Materials.
Unit 5: Language Assessment
5.1 Theories of Language Assessment
5.2 Current Approaches and Methods in Assessment
· Synthesizing research on assessing students' progress and learning.
· Reflection on current assessment practices in Ethiopia.
4. Methods of Course Delivery
The course will be delivered through a variety of modes to ensure active engagement:
· Instructor-led Lectures and PPT Presentations.
· Active Classroom Discussions and debates on core issues.
· Seminar Presentations by candidates on selected theories and their interaction.
· Critical Review of emerging trends and articles.
· Written/Oral Reflections on candidates’ own experiences as learners, teachers, and researchers.
5. Methods of Assessment
The PhD candidates will be assessed based on the following scheme:
	Assessment Component
	Percentage
	Description

	Assignments & Reflections
	45%
	Includes a series of written tasks focusing on language theories, the influence of philosophies on teaching methods (language-centred, learner-centred, etc.), and the impact on curriculum/materials/assessment. 

	Critical Article Review
	30%
	A critical review of articles (published from 2015 onwards) on emerging trends of ELT Philosophies, Theories, and Methods, 

	Final Examination
	25%
	Comprehensive final examination covering all module contents.

	Total
	100%
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